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Inaugurated By Prof. OP Monga, Ex-chairman, Department of Sociology and 
currently Visiting Professor of Sociology, Kurukshetra 

University, Kurukshetra, Haryana   

Closed by Padamshree Vijay Sharma  

Organised by Department of Sociology, Govt. PG College, Chamba HP India 

In collaboration with Centre for Consumer Studies, Indian Institute of Public 
Administration, New Delhi, India 

Sponsored by  Department of Consumer Affairs, Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Govt. of India 

No. of Countries from 
where papers have been 
received expect India 

6  
(Canada, Finland, Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, South 

Korea ) 

No. of countries 
participated along with 
India 

2  
(Finland and Nepal) 

No. of Universities  
(National/ International) 

08 
 

National Institute of 
Technology, NITs 

02 
 

No. of NGOs 10 

Govt. Institutions 
(Practioners)   

03 

No. of Colleges/ research 
Institutions  

18 
 

Total Number of Paper 
Received 

55 

Total number of paper 
accepted 

42 

Total number of paper 
presented 

37 
 

Total number of Session 06 

Key note speakers  02 

Plenary Addresses 05 

Chairpersons  06 

Co-chairs 06 

Rapporteurs  12 

Guest of Honour 05 



This seminar was an attempt to understand the Issues and 

Challenges related to emerging consumerism in the context 

of climate change. This was also an attempt to know the 

Shifting Paradigm from Humanitarian to Utilitarian values. This 

shift is responsible for the increase in consumption which is 

further changing mind-set of consumer and in context of 

climate changes it become more vulnerable… 

The seminar was inaugurated by Prof. O P Monga, Ex-

chairman Department of Sociology Himachal Pradesh 

University, Shimla and currently visiting Professor of 

Sociology, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana.  

The chief guest was welcomed by the convenor Prof. M L 

Sharma, Principal and other members of Scientific Steering 

Committee in the presence of teaching, non-teaching and 

students of college. Prof. Ashwani Sharma, the stage 

secretary, requested the convenor to formally welcome the 

Chief Guest. In his welcome address Prof. M L Sharma 

highlighted the motto of the seminar and described the 

relevance of emerging problem of consumerism in the 

context of climate change.  

Dr. Mohinder Slariya, organising secretary, introduced about 

the theme of 3 day seminar to the participants, delegates and 

audience. He added that the seminar was divided into six 

thematic sub-themes. On the whole 55 abstracts on these 

sub-themes were received and after screening 42 abstracts 

were accepted by the scientific steering committee. Scholars 

from Canada, Finland, Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, South 

Korea, different states of India and almost from every college 

of Himachal Pradesh were invited to present their research 

papers.  Out of confirmed scholars, delegates from Canada, 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh and South Korea could not make 

their way to Chamba because of visa problem. Dr. Mamta 

Pathania, IIPA representative and Seminar Coordinator also 

welcomed the delegates as well as the chief guest. In her 

deliberation she briefed about various activities of Centre for 

Consumer Studies, Indian Institute of Public Administration, 

New Delhi. The students of music department presented a 

group song on environment which was written by Sh. 

Navneet Sharma and composed and directed by Dr. Vidya 

Sagar, Associate Professor of Music of the host institution.

 

Dr. Sunil Sharma, Associate Professor, Department of 

Psychology was the key-note speaker, in his deliberation has 

rightly asserted that no doubt development is the need of 

the hour but it should not be at the cost of environment and 

whatever we are consuming today it is leading toward the 

deterioration.  

The Chief Guest started his deliberation with a quote of 

Hillary Mayell which highlights the thought, as consumerism 

spreads, earth suffers. He highlighted positive and negative 

impact of emerging consumerism and said that it has become 

more vulnerable in context of climate change. The use and 

misuse of natural resources and excessive consumption 

goods, assets and services and its impact of health and on 

society were discussed intensively and extensively by the 

chief guest.  He also demonstrated relationship between 

changing climatic conditions, consumption by society and its 

impact specifically in context of climate change. 

The outcome of Chamba Water Meet-2011 in the form of book 

was released by the chief guest and the book is edited by the 

Organising Secretary, Dr. Mohinder Slariya. And the pre-lunch 

session ended with a vote of thanks by the senior most 

member of faculty, Dr. P K Gupta. 

The post-lunch session started with the belief that 

"Knowledge is Power if it’s shared", So, for knowledge, all 

delegates were divided in six sub-themes and six plenary 

sessions-  State of Consumer Protection, Consumer Welfare 

Measures, Impact of changing consumerism on society and 

culture, Green consumerism, Livelihood strategies and food 



security-consumer perspective and Water and Development: 

Issues and challenges.  

Welcome Address by Dr. ML Sharma, Convenor cum Principal 

The first plenary session state of consumer protection, started 

under the chairmanship of Dr. PK Gupta, Associate Professor, 

Department of Economics, Government PG College, Chamba. 

Dr. Bipan Rathore was co-chair and Pravesh Gill and Dr. PC 

Gautam were the rapporteurs of the session. In this session 

five papers have were presented. Sachin Kumar, Assistant 

Professor of Geography, Government Degree college, 

Chowari  presented a co-authored (Shailendra Bist) paper 

entitled, Eco-friendliness as a point of differentiation- A case of 

recycling used products. In his presentation he asserted on 

the impact of recycling of used products to mitigate the 

climate change because of emerging consumerism. Dr. Sujit 

Surroch, Associate Professor of Sociology from Government 

PG College, Palampur was the second presenter of the 

session. He presented his paper entitled, Communication 

technology and changing modes of social interaction: An 

analysis. He analysed increasing craze of youth for this 

changing mode of social interaction by highlighting use of 

modern social network sites for interaction, such as,  

Facebook/ twitter/ blogs, emails, SMS etc. Green Consumerism 

an apt solution or a utopian dream was the deliberation 

delivered by Dr. Mamta Pathania, Assistant Professor from 

Centre for Consumer Studies, IIPA New Delhi. She advocated 

to buy green and also to follow the green path of 

development. Sh. Vivek Trivedi, Social Development Officer 

from Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh presented paper 

entitled consumerism hampering poverty alleviation 

programme.  

He was of the view that poverty alleviation related 

programmes launched by Government of India are being 

hampered because of emerging consumerism. He cited 

examples of increase in the purchase by the poor people. The 

last presentation of the session was by Ashwani Sharma, 

Assistant Professor of Commerce of Host College. He 

elaborately discussed the Effects of Consumerism on 

Environment. The secondary data based paper was co-

authored with Dr. Jyotindra Thakur of Mathematics 

Department. He beautifully highlighted positive as well as 

negative effects of consumerism on environment and 

society. He asserted that today it has emerged as one of the 

major issue and should be tackled with futuristic approach. 

The session ended with a note from the chairperson. He 

thanked all the presenters and audience.   

 
Presentation is in progress 

 

The second session started with the plenary address from the 

chairperson, Dr. Girish Sharma, Associate Professor of 

Botany, Hindu College, Moradabad UP. He delivered his 

deliberation on the topic Bacterial Diversity of River Ramganga 

Water at Barielly UP, India. Addressing the problem of rivers in 

wake of consequences of the disposal of garbage and other 

essentialities after use he asserted that these practices are 

threatening the aquatic life and may disturb the cycle of the 

nature. The session was co-chaired by Dr. Shiv Dayal Sharma, 

Associate Professor of Economics of Host College and YK 

Marwah and Parvinder Kumar, Associate Professors of 

Commerce and History, respectively contributed as 

rapporteurs. Seven papers were scheduled in this session, 

but four contributors presented their research work. The first 

paper was presented by Anju Batta Sehgal, Associate 

Professor of Botany from Government. PG College, Hamirpur, 

HP India. The title of her paper was climate change, Rural 

Livelihood and Agriculture- A Focus on Himachal Pradesh. She 

put forth her view point by highlighting the impact of climate 

change on agriculture and its impact on the livelihood of the 

rural people. The less produce is putting agriculturalists to 

food insecurity, which is needed to be tackled with policy 

intervention at planning as well as at execution level. The 

second paper was presented by Raghubir Sharma, Assistant 

Professor of Sanskrit of Government. PG College, Chamba 

and title of his paper was Upbhogitabaad ki Chunotian: Vedic 

Peripeksh. He beautifully narrated the ways of mitigation of 

climate change as they are available in Vedas and  also 

asserted that there is no need to hold international 

deliberations like Rio or earth summit, solution is available in 

Vedas and the need is to go back to Vedas and adopt it and 

implement the measures given by our ancestors. The third 

paper was presented by Anajna Sharma, Assistant Professor 

of Sociology from Government Degree College, Nurpur, HP, 

India. The title of her paper was the The Role of Unorganized 

Workers in Mitigation of Climate Change: A Rural Development 

Perspective- A Study of Baroh tehsil of Kangra District in 

Himachal Pradesh, India. She was of the view that 

unorganised workers can play a vital role for the mitigation of 

climate change particular when they are contributing in 

different schemes of the government at state and as well as 

at national level. Being prime stakeholders, the unorganised 

workers are playing vital role in the mitigation of climate 

change. Guman Singh, Policy Campaigner for Himalayas 

presented his deliberation on Issues related to Climate Change 

and its Impact on Himalayas.  



                                                                Discussion session 

He was of the view that we cannot ignore the Himalayas 

when we are talking about climate change. Himalayas is the 

most vulnerable, he asserted, the developmental activities in 

this region are putting the lives and livelihood of people at a 

stake and he advocated that there should be a separate 

policy to tackle these issues. The session ended with the 

healthy discussion among the delegates and with the final 

comments of the chairperson. Chairperson thanked all the 

presenters as well as the delegates of the seminar and 

audience. r  

In the evening, all delegates assembled at Hotel White House 

for Welcome Reception. On the top floor of the hotel all 

delegates enjoyed dinner and networking. The welcome 

reception was an attempt of the organisers to provide 

informal platform to discuss their concerns and also 

possibility for future collaborations among the national and 

international delegates. The orgnaising secretary along with 

the organiser of welcome reception thanked all the 

participants to be the part of international intellectual 

gathering in one of the remotest part of India.  

Mementoes are being given to Presenters by Guest of Honou 

The second day (4th of October) of the seminar started with 

third plenary session under the chairpersonship of Dr. Sujit 

Surroch, Associate Professor of Sociology from Government. 

PG College, Palampur, India and co-chaired by Dr. Vidya Sagar 

Sharma, Associate Professor of Music of Host College and 

Jaishree and Chaman, Assistant Professors of English and 

Computer science contributed as reporters of the session. In 

this session 5 papers were planned and all were presented.  

 
Delegates during Lunch 

The first paper was presented by Amarjit Lal, Associate 

Professor of Sociology, Government PG College, Harmirpur, 

India and the title of his paper was the Role of NGOs in the 

Solving the Problem of Consumers: A Case Study of Hamirpur 

Consumer Protection Organisations . He highlighted the role of 

non-governmental organisations in resolving problems of the 

consumer in one of the most literate district of Himachal 

Pradesh. Though in the district headquarter people are very 

much aware but he added the role of such organisation 

playing very important role to make people aware. The 

second paper was presented by Dr. BK Jamwal, Principal of 

BKM College of Education, Balachaur, Punjab and topic of his 

deliberation was Impact of Changing Consumerism on Society 

and Culture. Citing suitable illustrations he narrated that mad 

craze to consume more even beyond our needs has put 

society at an alarm and this is the reason why we are 

organising such seminars. The impact is obvious now and 

climate change is reality and we have to face it, mitigate it 

and conquer it for the forthcoming generations. Ranish 

Bhattarai from Centre for Environment and Society in Nepal, 

Kathmandu was the next speaker and title of his presentation 

was Water Quality Assessment of Rivers in Kathmandu Valley, 

Nepal. He put before the audience the water quality of some 

rivers in the capital of Nepal and impact of the increasing 

consumption in the country in general and in Kathmandu in 

particular had deteriorated the quality of the water. He 

asserted on the need to make people aware of ill-effects and 

teach them not to litter wrappers, plastic and other de-bio 

gradable substances in the rivers anywhere in the world. 

Renu Sharma, Assistant Professor of Education form Chamba 

Millennium B. Ed. College was the last speaker of the session 

and she spoke on Consumer Education for Managing Climate 

Change. On the basis of secondary and primary data mix, she 

asserted that an educated consumer is an aware consumer and 

she highlighted why there is a need of consumer education. 

She beautifully concluded her paper by citing illustrations 

with an emphasis that need of the hour is to educate 

consumer to make society sustainable and we should start it 

from school, college and university and students can play 

very vital role, she asserted. The chairperson opened the 

house for discussion and there was  



Views expressed by Guest of Honour 

hot and healthy exchange of ideas and finally co-chair as well 

as chair thanked the delegates as well as audience. The 

session ended with tea break.        

Fourth plenary session on Green Consumerism started under 

chairmanship of Dr. SK Katiyar, Associate Professor of 

Botany, Government PG College, Lansdowne, Pauri 

Garwhwal, Uttarakhand and Pravinder Kumar, Associate 

Professor of history of Host College had contributed as co-

chair while Yogesh Sood and Suresh Kumar were the 

rapporteurs of the session. In this session 10 papers were 

scheduled but five papers were presented. The chairperson 

presented his plenary address on Consumerism, Biodiversity 

and Climate Change. In his 20 minutes deliberation he pointed 

out relevant elements of biodiversity which are being 

threatened because of emerging consumerism and change in 

climatic conditions making it more vulnerable, he asserted. 

After the completion of his deliberation he invited the first 

speaker to present his work.  The first paper was on Linkages 

of Green Consumerism with Agro-biodiversity Conservation in 

Himalayan Mountains and paper was authored by Hasrat 

Arjjumend and Chuni Lal of Grassroots Insititute. Sh. Hasrat in 

his deliberation highlighted the need of conservation of agro-

biodiversity in Himalayan Mountains with an advocacy to 

adopt green path of consumerism. Dr. Anjouri Sharma, 

Associate Professor of Sociology from Government. PG 

College, Hamirpur India was the next presenter of the session 

and she presented her paper on Impacts of Consumerism on 

Climate. She highlighted observation based positive and 

negative impacts of increasing and emerging consumerism 

on climate and climatic condition. She was of the view that 

however the present scenario can be called as climate 

variability and not changes at present, but the days are not 

much far when we will be experiencing changes in climate. 

The next presenter of the session was Dr. Upender Gupta, 

Assistant Professor of Economics, Government PG College, 

Chamba and topic of his presentation was Impacts of Climate 

Change on Agriculture. His presentation was based on his 

doctoral thesis. He explained that agriculture is being 

affected because of weather variability and compelling 

farmers to change their traditional occupation and shifting to 

some other occupation to meet out the needs of their 

families. Miss Sheetal, Research Scholar from Department of 

Botany, Government. PG College, Lansdowne, UK India spoke 

on Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity.  

The last speaker of the session was Dr. Kishori Lal and he 

delivered his deliberation on Green Consumerism. He 

advocated green and sustainable eco-consumerism with 

conservationist approach to sustain our future. After the 

presentation house was opened for discussion and there was 

a healthy discussion for more than 20 minutes and session 

ended with the address from the chair and co-chair. The 

chairperson of the session thanked all the presenters and 

delegates. Seminar was halted for tea break.  

After tea break, 5th session started and Dr. Toni Happenen, 

faculty from the Department of Geography, University of 

Turku, Finland and 

Plenary Address by Dr. Toni, University of Turku 

Ashwani Sharma, Associate Professor of Commerce, 

Government. PG College, Chamba, were in chair and co-chair, 

respectively. Sumit and Purnima were reporters of the 

session. The session started with plenary address of the 

chairperson and title of his deliberation was Eating the 

Forests? Linkages between food system Transformation, 

Climate Change and Deforestation in Eastern Tanzania. In this 

session four out of five planned papers were presented. Dr. 

Sujit Surroch presented co-authored paper with Dr. Anita 

Surroch, entitled Hydroelectric Power Projects and Ecological 

Disturbances: A Case Study of outer Himalayas. In his 

presentation highlighted the threat being imposed because 

of the construction of power projects in Himachal Pradesh. In 

his case studies, he asserted that power projects (more than 

400MW) in state like Himachal Pradesh are threatening lives 

and livelihood of people. The second paper was presented by 

KN Vajpai, coordinator of Climate Himalayas Initiative, 

Dehradoon, UK, entitled Communicating climate Science in 

Himalayan Region- Innovations the Need. In his paper Mr. 

Vajpai emphasised that the scientific innovations and 

interventions are needed to understand and mitigate 

Himalayas and problem thereof. The science should be 

implied to understand the negative impacts of climate 

change in whole Himalayan region. New knowledge in form 

of sharing should be used for the mitigation. Dr. Manesh 

Verma, Assistant Professor of Zoology was the next speaker 

and he spoke on Anthropogenic Impacts in Context of Climate 

Change: Study of Himalayan Streams. By highlighting one of 

prominent occupation of fishing of hills he highlighted impact 

of human activities on age-old profession of Himalayan 

region and this is being threatened in context of climate 

change. Dr. Mohinder Slariya, Post-Doctoral Fellow of 

Department of Geography, University of Turku, Finland, was 

the last speaker of the session. He highlighted his on-going 

research project and presented his paper on Shift from 

Agriculture? – A Threat to Food Security: A Case Study of 

Churah sub-district of Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh. He 

was of the view that there is shift from traditional cropping 



patterns to cash crops, Seri-culture, floriculture and 

horticulture and people are  

Presentation by researchers from University of Turku, Finland 

leaving their traditional occupation which is further giving 

rise to the problem of food security in the region. The 

chairperson opened the house for discussion. After the 

discussion for more than 20 minutes, session came to an end 

with a note of thanks by the chair and co-chair. 

The last session of the seminar began with the plenary 

Chairperson Dr. Arvind Sehgal’s (Associate Professor of 

Sociology, Government. College, Daring at Narla) 

deliberation. Dr. Arvind dwelt on Cement Plants in Himachal 

Pradesh: Development or Destruction?  He highlighted the 

concerns associated with cement production in Himachal 

Pradesh. Associating with modern theories of development, 

he questioned the present pace of development, in particular 

cement related development. YK Marwah, Associate 

Professor of Commerce was co-chair of the session while Dr. 

Manesh Verma and Poonam Sabarwal acted as rapporteurs. 

Four papers were presented out of nine scheduled in this 

session. Along with papers, short deliberations from Miss Tikli 

and Miss Noora, researchers from Department of Geography, 

University of Turku, Finland made this session very 

interesting.  

After the deliberation of Finnish scholars, the first paper of 

the session was presented by Sh. Binod Prasad Shah, from 

Nepal Academy of Science and Technology, Lalitpur, 

Kathmandu, Nepal and the title of his paper was Water 

quality of Sirsiya 

 
Sh. Binod  Prasad Shah, Nepal Academy of Science and Technology, 

Lalitpur, Kathmandu, discussing his paper 

River, Nepal. In his paper he has critically examined the 

discharge of industrial waste into the river. He emphatically 

stated that Sirsiya River is carrying load of 250 industries and 

researcher collected sample from up-stream and 

downstream for the study purpose and presented the data 

collected by him. He pointed out that physio-chemical 

composition of the river is under change at present and 

suggested that there should be timely intervention before it 

is too late. Dr. Kewal Krishan, RR Officer of Himachal Pradesh 

Power Cooperation Ltd. was the next speaker. He talked on 

the Role of Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Ltd. in Water 

Related Development. He emphatically advocated the role of 

HPPC Ltd. in power generation as well as its role in socio-

economic upliftment by citing examples with the help of 

pictorial presentation of RR initiatives taken by the 

corporation.  

Presentation of Dr. Amit Kumar Singh, CCS, IIPA  

Research Officer, Dr. Amit Kumar Singh from the Centre for 

Consumer Studies, IIPA was the next presenter. He threw 

light on his paper entitled Urbanisation and Water Crisis in 

India. Starting with the capacity of human being to modify 

the ecosystem, his emphasis was on the role of water in 

every sphere of life particularly in agriculture. He advocated 

to provide pollution free water, proper management of 

natural resources, proper implementation of legislations and 

regulations and to educate people. Sanjeev Kumar, Assistant 

Professor of Journalism and Mass Communication, discussed 

on Vigyapan se Badta Upbhogitabaad aur Ghati Santushti in 

Hindi. He beautifully narrated that whatever we purchase, we 

purchase by seeing things in advertisements and it has 

increased our choice of purchase and proved as compelling 

force which pulls customers in the market. But the fact is, in 

spite of many options we are not satisfied. Discussion on 

papers lasted for about half an hour and finally co-chair and 

chair thanked the presenters and audience and session ended 

with final comments from the chair.  

Delegates and audience during Valedictory  



After the tea break, session resumed and valedictory stated 

at 4:00 PM as scheduled. The Chief Guest Sh. Vijay Sharma, 

Padamshree Awardee, had arrived well in time and was 

received by the convenor, Scientific Steering Committee, 

organising Secretary, other members, staff members and 

students of the college. Delegates were eagerly waiting for 

his arrival in historic Durbar Hall. The stage secretary, 

Ashwani Sharma welcomed chief guest and the Principal-

cum-Convenor, formally welcomed him. After the welcome, 

the proceedings of two days academic Exercise were  

Address by Chief Guest Padamshree Vijay Sharma 

presented by the Organising Secretary, Dr. Mohinder Slariya.  

He pointed out that out of 43 accepted papers, 37 papers on 

different aspects of consumerism and climate change were 

presented and discussed. The delegates from Canada, 

Finland, Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and South okKorea, 

who had consented to be part of the seminar, could not 

come due to visa problem. After the briefing about the 

seminar, Dr. Vidya Sagar presented a Ghazal for the delegates 

and audience and all the delegates thanked him by clapping. 

Prof. O P Monga, Dr. Sujit Surroch, Dr. BP Badola, Dr. Toni 

Happenen, Sh. Binod Shah and Dr. P K Gupta ranked the 

seminar very high and appreciated the efforts. They praised 

the accommodation, food and all printed and displayed 

material and ranked the seminar, as of International 

Standard, though it was national. Dr. Mamta Pathania from 

IIPA thanked all the delegates for guiding the way ahead.  

Token of remembrance is being given to Dr. Mamta Pathania by 

Chief Guest 

She was also of the view that it was first seminar of IIPA in 

Himachal and a grand success. She expressed that in future 

IIPA will again collaborate with Government. PG College, 

Chamba. The chief guest was invited for the Honouring 

Ceremony. There were mementoes for all the delegates, 

chairpersons, co-chairs, for international delegates, for 

organisers and collaborative institutions and for the Guest of 

Honour. Each participant was honoured by the chief guest by 

giving memento and certificate of participation. The chief 

guest in his deliberation thanked the organisers for inviting 

him for such a nice national academic event of contemporary 

social relevance. He imbibed various issues pertaining to 

emerging consumerism in the context of climate change and 

incorporated these in his valedictory address. With 

concluding of the valedictory address the seminar was 

officially declared closed.  

Issues discussed: Most probable Issues related to main 

theme of the seminar were divided in six sub-themes around 

which, the main issues, challenges and solutions were 

discussed as follows: 

o Consumerism is reality and people are 

purchasing more in comparison to earlier time. 

o The craze of purchasing more and more under 

the influence of advertisement or out of envy is 

creating problem to sustain the already 

purchased.  

o The practices of purchasing in excess are 

adversely affecting environment by putting 

pressure on natural resources and again littering 

it after use. 

o In view of changes in climatic conditions, it was 

realised by the delegates that it would be 

difficult to sustain it at the present rate of 

exploitation of natural resources is very high 

o The real challenge before intellectuals is to 

suggest coping mechanism to the planners, 

policy makers and executors at different level.  

o Low budgeting to organise such national level 

event with the involvement of international 

delegates is a real challenge which should be 

taken care of by the sponsoring agencies. 

o For solution of these problems all delegates 

agreed to continue such exercises in future with 

involvement of more scholars from national as 

well as international level.  

o There should be more thematic dissemination 

and knowledge round the globe.  Scholars in this 

field should be consulted and recommended for 

policy execution.  

The farewell dinner was organised in the campus. Before 

going for dinner all participants assembled in historic Darbur 

hall, interacted with each-other and exchanged the views. 

Traditional Chambyali dishes were served during dinner and it 

came to an end by 10 PM and all participants returned to the 

hotel White House.  

On the last day i.e. 5th of October all delegates  assembled in  

lobby of the  Hotel White House and started travelling to 

destinations, namely: Mini Switzerland of India, Khajjiar, 

Dalhosie and Banikhet, at 10:30 AM, to observe instances of 

climate change in a field setting. Thirty four delegates had 

joined this field trip. The delegation reached at destination at 



11:30 AM and remained there up to 3 PM, took round of this 

tourist place and observed some sites of impact of tourism 

activities. Though the use of plastic and its products are 

strictly banned in Himachal Pradesh, yet the littering of 

plastic and other waste materials at a tourist spot of 

international famous, pained the delegates. The delegates 

wondered the kind of ban on use of plastics and its gross 

violation. After a brief discussion on this, there was a 

consensus that implementation of policy of the government 

suffers from certain loopholes and its implementation is 

lopsided.  

Field visit to Khajjiar on 3rd day 

However, there is Eco-development society which charges 

huge entry fee at the time of entry to Khajjiar, but the 

condition is not good. The delegates also discussed that 

encroachment is threatening the existence of Khajjiar. After 

this, all started journey to final destination i.e. Banikhet via 

Dalhousie. We reached Dalhousie at 4:00 PM and observed 

that filth piled near the lake is distorting the natural beauty 

around the GPO chowk. We enjoyed lunch there and sipped 

tea and then started to Banikhet. We reached at Banikhet 

around 4:30 PM. At Banikhet all delegates exchanged views 

before departing, exchanged their visiting cards and 

addresses. Organising secretary thanked all because of whom 

this event become possible.  All dispersed with a hope to 

meet somewhere, sometime again…. The three-day 

intellectual academic exercise came to an end and I started 

my journey back to Chamba with new planning for new 

academic endeavour in near future…… 
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                                                                                                                                                              List of Delegates 



1. Dr. Amit Kumar Singh 
Research Officer, Centre for Consumer Studies, Indian Institute of Public  
Administration, New Delhi-India 
Email:  amitsinghh@gmail.com  

2. Dr. Anjouri Sharma 
Associate Professor of Sociology, Govt. PG College, Hamirpur HP 
Email: 

3. Dr. Anju Agrawal 
Associate Professor of Special Education, MJP Rohilkhand University, Barielly, UP 
Email: yashpalsingh23@gamil.com  

4. 
 

Dr. Anju Batta Sehgal 
Associate Professor of Botany, Govt. PG College, Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh, India 
Email:  anjubsehgal@gmail.com  

5. Dr. Arun Chandan 
Board of Director, Mountain Forum Himalayas, Shubham Cottage, Shimla 
Email: doctorarunchandan@gamil.com  

6. Dr. Arvind Sehgal 
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Darang at Narla, Mandi, Himachal  Pradesh-India 
Email:  arvindsehgal@gmail.com  

7. Dr. Asib Ahmed 
Research Officer, Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. 
Email: 

8. Dr. B.P. Badola 
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